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THE NATIONAL MINORITIES IN THE POLISH
POLITICS. THE PAST AND THE PRESENT

Reborn in 1918, from the very outset, the PolistieStas confronted with the necessity
of coping with an important internal issue — the @agarding the relations between ethnic
Poles and the representatives of other nations aften 1923 became new citizens of the
Polish Republic. Three basic factors seem to hatermeed the way in which the problem
under discussion was dealt with in the inter-waiiqae 1/ the ratio of Poles to non-Poles
and social differences between the two groupsittfierence of external forces; 3/ disputes
which arose between those who opted for the bigldirmono-ethnic nation State and those
who wished to see the restoring of a multinatidRepublic similar to that existing before
the partitions in the 18th century. During the Setd&Vorld War the problem of how to
regain independence became again of crucial impoetdfor all Poles. The problems
connected with the ethnic minorities had quite redly moved to the margin of political
considerations. The Polish leaders stressed tte toegrant national minorities the right to
develop their cultural activity and secure for théme freedom of religious practice. The
German minority, however, was excluded from thigerof It was demanded that the
Germans as bearing responsibility for the suffenfthe Polish people, should be forced to
leave Poland. The effects of social-mechanismswieat decided in Yalta caused Poland to
become a mono-ethnic state. The factors that datedrit were as follows: 1/ the Nazi
Holocaust which nearly occasioned the total physamnihilation of the Polish Jews
community; 2/ displacement of the Germans fromldinels granted to Poland; 3/ the lack of
choice of a “new mother country” among UkrainianeRyussians, and Lithuanian people,
and automatic ascription of Soviet nationality ke tformer citizens of the Republic of
Poland those of Slavic but non-Polish descent;etlesnent of the expelled Poles from
behind the eastern border into the so-called “Reeav&erritories”. In turn, the imperative
of integration and willingness to implement theenllin force in the structure of United
Europe defined the status of national minoritieBatand after 1989.
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1. THE PERIOD OF THE INDEPENDENT POLAND 1918-1939

Reborn in 1918, from the very outset, the PolishteéStwas confronted with the
necessity of coping with an important internal essd the one regarding the relations
between the ethnic Poles and the representativethef nations who after 1923 (the date
which marks the final delineation of the Polishdens) became new citizens of the Polish
Republic. Three basic factors seem to have detednthe way in which the problem
under discussion was dealt with in the inter-waiqake 1) the ratio of Poles to non-Poles
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and social differences between the two groups winiale itself apparent in the course of
introducing a new social order in the resuscité&®ethnd. 2) interference of external forces
3) disputes which arose between those who optethéobuilding of a mono-ethnic State
and those who wished to see the restoring of aimatilbnal Republic similar to that
existing before the partitions in the".8entury.

a) national and socio-economic structure

According to the census carried out in 1921 tiveeee 27 million people in the
Polish Republic which covered the area of 388 Qfitare kilometers. The Poles made up
69.2 percent of the total number of the populatibe; Ukrainians 14.3 percent, the Jews
7.8 percent, Byelorussians and the Germans 3.9emierof the total. Russians,
Lithuanians, Czechs, Tartars, Hungarians and @gpsbnstituted less than one percent
of the whole society. At the same time there wefevamillion Poles staying outside the
Polish State. The largest Polish diaspora livethanold Russian Empire (about 2 million
people out of whom seven hundred thousand retumétbland in the years 1921-1924)
A smaller group about 1 million and a half wereidests in Germany. There were also
some Poles living in Lithuania (two hundred thowsrthe Czech Republic (one hundred
twenty thousands) and Latvia (80 thousands).

Two constitutions adopted by the Polish Parlianierit921 and 1935 formed the
basis for normalizing the relations between differethnic groups The first of the
Constitutions mentioned in the above rested fotréatment of national minorities on a
compromise reached between the National Democtiaés répresentatives of the right
wing party gathered around the leader of the Paiaionalists, Roman Dmowski) who
formed a leading political force in the Legislatidssembly and the leaders of socialist
and popular parties. If the representatives ofsthengest faction in Parliament aimed at
reducing the rights of non-Polish citizens to asadlite minimum trying to secure for the
Poles a dominant position in the country, thenrtieenbers of the leftist parties wanted to
put the relations with ethnic minorities on equaldriendly terms. The text of the
Constitution tried to reconcile a drive for elimiimg ethnic minorities altogether from
public life with a tendency to enable them to temselves integrated into the social
fabric.

The efforts, however, to achieve such conflictidgdlogical goals resulted in passing
regulations which were contradictory, harmful tdhwe¢ minorities and went against a
desire expressed in the preamble to the Constitutioensure “the development of all
moral and material powers for the good of the wholleregenerated mankind and to
ensure the equality of all citizens, respect fdoola all due rights, and particularly the
security of State protection”. Some regulation® asnflicted with the article 109 of the
Constitution which gave each citizen the right tesgrve their national identity and to use
their mother tongue. Under the article, ethnic mities were also guaranteed the right to
develop their own cultural activity. To exemplifydompatibility between various articles,

3 A little earlier — that is - in February the twimth, 1919, the Constitutional Charter was adopted
supposed to be in effect only in the so-calledditaonal period until the Constitution proper was
established. This charter, however, confined iteelfegulating nothing but the relations between
the executive and the legislative branch of govemmimaddressing neither rights nor duties of
citizens.Dziennik Praw Pastwa PolskiegdLaw Gazette for the Polish Republid919)No. 19,
item 226.
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it suffices to juxtapose the article 96 (which qurdees legal equality and announces the
abolition of hereditary and class privileges antled) the article 104 (which gives
everyone the right to express freely their opiniandl the article 111 (which states that all
citizens are guaranteed the freedom of consciendadligious practice) with the article
114 under which the Catholic Church was granteéaalihg position among formally
equal denominations on the ground that it represkatreligion of the vast majority of the
nation. Provisions included in the articles 109-Xbficerning the right to form public
organizations could and were used against natiminabrities. The provisions in question
enabled the State to exercise control over varass®ciations and interfere in people’s
life each time social order and good mores werigneld to be disturbed. Furthermore, the
Catholic Church was not subject to the supervisibrthe State administration. The
activity of the Catholic Church was regulated bg theaty concluded with the Holy See
(in practice, after the ratification of the concatdy the Polish Parliament, the State
willingly gave up any form of interference in thén@ch activity — except for those cases
where Catholic priests were suspected of breadhimgegulations of the Civil Code)

The legal order created by the March Constituticet mith a disapproval from the
Pitsudski's adherents (and the Marshall himself wlanaged to seize power by carrying
out successful coup d'etat in May 1926. Most idshih underlay the Constitution of
1921 (including regulations concerning the rightsl aluties of the ethnic minorities)
clashed with political conceptions of the new rslef Poland. The latter were especially
opposed to elevating the concept of nation to theus of a crucial political value. The
representatives of the Pitsudski's camp believat dkeremphasizing the significance of
the concept of nation led to the diminishing of ¢hehority of the State which was given
an all-important place in the structure of politicanceptions they had developed. With
the idea of the State put at the head of theirladgcal arrangements, the concept of
nation sank into a level of secondary importancethg same token they denied the need
for “national consolidation” and stressed the nsitg®f building a strong state capable of
coping with all the problems that might appear lbiseaof ethnic differences. Such an
approach was later mirrored in the regulationsuidet! in the Constitution of 1935. In the
first article of the Constitution the Polish Statas described as a common good of all
citizen$. With the State assumed to be a common good, utiems of the Constitution
saw no need to tackle - at least at the constitatitevel - the problem of the ethnic
minorities.

As for the inter-war period, minority policy can baid to have engrained in the hope
for assimilating the aspirations of national mities into the idea of “modern nation
building” (which was contradictory) or (after 192@hodern state building’ As a matter

4 Ustawa z dnia 17 marca 1921 r. Konstytucja Rzeczyibsjp Polskiej w: Dziennik Ustaw
Rzeczypospolitej PolskigfFundamental Statute dated the seventeenth of Mat®21 The
Constitution of the Polish Repuhlicaw Gazette for the Polish Republ{@921), No 44, Entry 267.

5 Ustawa z dnia 23 kwietnia 1935 r. Konstytucja Rzecgyplidej Polskiejw: Dziennik Ustaw
Rzeczypospolitej PolskigfFundamental Statute dated the twenty-third of Apfi®35. The
Constitution of the Republic of Poland: Law Gazettetlie Polish Republjc(1935), No 30, Entry
227.

6 That is why Andrzej Chojnowski is absolutely rightconcluding his research on the relations
between the Polish State and the ethnic minoritigh a remark that there was no chance of
overcoming national antagonisms in the socio-ecanoraality of the Second Republic. A.
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of fact, it was only a circle of the adherents adiéhal J6zef Pitsudski and - it needs to be
added, in the period limited to the years 1918-192hat took into consideration the
eventuality of the Polish assistance in the proadsforming separate national states
satisfying ambitions of those non-Polish nationsttiad once inhabited the pre-
partitioned Poland. The conclusion of the treatyrRafa (21 Il 1921) putting an end to a
war between the Soviet Russia and Poland marked@lhadoning of all the plans for
creating political organisms separating Poland ftbenSoviet State, which in turn meant
that Poland had been left with no other option foutncorporate territories where the
Poles were in the minority. The final delineatwithe Polish borders along the lines of
1921 ( which were recognized by an internationahcmnity in 1923) necessitated the
recognition of one-third of the non-Polish popwatias Polish citizens. The Polish elites
were quite aware that such a development was liteelsesult in the representatives of
national minorities oscillating between loyaltydifierence, and hostility to the Polish
State.

The Ukrainians were a group that caused most pmubfer the Polish administration.
Separatist tendencies were the strongest amongdhdrthey took the lead in the acts of
violence directed against both the representatdfethe Polish elites as well as against
ordinary Poles. The fact that Poland failed to tmhbe obligations incurred during the
Polish-Soviet war was used by the Ukrainians asetegt for anti-government action.
Cultural autonomy, the freedom of speech or palitigghts did not suffice to satisfy their
ambitions and discourage them from carrying oulevibact$. The extremist actions such
as the assassinations of the Vice-Chairman of thistPparliament Tadeusz Hotéwko (
1931) and Minister of Internal Affairs Bolestaw Rieki (1934) or the assaults on the
villages situated near the Soviet border with theamity of the Polish population made it
necessary for the government to react firmly. Ispomse to the acts of terror the
government decided to conduct military “pacificatioof the eastern parts of Poland,
which had the effect of significantly deterioratitige living conditions of the Ukrainiahs

Chojnowski, Koncepcje polityki narodovsociowej rzzdéw polskich w latach 1921-193@he
Conceptions of National Minorities Policy of the Bbl Governments in the Years 1921-1939
Wroctaw 1979, p. 248.

7 The elites of the Ukrainian nationalists did neltyrin their demands on the so-called Pitsudski-
Petlura agreement (June, 21, 1920) as it includedigions putting a great stress upon the
protection of the Polish property in the future bikian State and upon equal rights of both nations.
More often they called for carrying into effect thidl passed by the Polish Parliament (September,
26, 1922) concerning local self-government in thestErn provinces of Lwéw, Tarnopol and
Stanistawow. Under the bill, the local legislativedy was to be made up of two separate houses —
Polish and Ukrainian. Furthermore, Polish authesitwere under obligation to establish the
Ukrainian University in Lwoéw and South-Eastern dits of Poland were not to be affected by the
Polish colonization.

8 According to Wiadystaw Pobdg-Malinowski the pagdfion of Poland Minor lasted 10 weeks -
from September the ¥do November the 301930. It started with the arrest of 30 former Ukian
Deputies to the Polish Parliament and about hundfethe most active and harmful Ukrainian
activists. The youth organization “Ptast” contrdllentirely by the terrorists was disbanded. These
steps were followed by the shutting down of thee¢htJkrainian secondary schools in Rohatyn,
Drohobycz and Tarnopol. The police restricted tlaeiions to searching houses for weapons or for
some links likely to help in detecting illegal orgzations usually based in public reading rooms or
cooperatives of various kind. The latter were ugualn by young and educated abroad members of
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Political terrorism of the latter also led the anrthies to set up a seclusion camp in Bereza
Kartuska which was later made use of by the rulgagnp for combating political
opponents of every hlie

The difficulties caused by the Jewish populatiomenaf a different nature and can be
put down to two factors: 1) a reluctance to intégiato the whole society 2) high natural
growth of the Jew&. Contrary to what is generally assumed, the Jévirsglin Poland
were far from being as well-off as their brothemsni Western Europe or from the US.
Hence, the increase in the Jewish population, coeabivith a tendency to isolate oneself
from the rest of the society, was a fact that ¢buated to the expansion of the areas of
poverty in the Polish Republic, fostering conflitistween the Jews and the Poles. And
with the Jewish elites reacting only half-heartetlysome Polish friendly gestutésthe
approval of a policy calculated to make the Jewsgrate and live on a peaceful basis
with the Poles was gradually giving way to a cotigit that it was better-advised to help
the program of the Jewish emigrattén

The Byelorussian minority occupied the least pleccéhe Polish politics. The reason
for this was a low national self-awareness of theldussians themselves — the fact of
which the Polish authorities were clearly awarelt was believed that this group was

secret societies. If in carrying out their openagishe police was disturbed in any way, then a more
painful search was administered, which consistgauiting salt in sugar or spilling oil over flour i
the shops. In doing this the police only copied thethods employed by the Ukrainians. The
policemen resorted to beating only when resisteét thie use of force. After September th& ltBe
troops intervened only to prevent the Ukrainiar@frcarrying out the acts of violence. At the
request of a governor, military authorities sentha cavalry to a disturbed region. For a few days
up to a few weeks, the population was requirediltettsoldiers and provide hay and clover for
horses. This duty was usually accompanied by bstimee police searches. No single shot was fired
for the whole duration of the pacification. Beatiwgs the only punishment suffered by those who
attempted the armed resistance. No Ukrainian mgldind no single haystack was set on fire, even
though that was exactly the method of action engaolyy the Ukrainians. W. Pob6g-Malinowski,
Najnowsza historia polityczna Polski (okres 1914-)9@®litical History of Poland. The Period
1914-1939, t. 2, Gdask 1990, pp. 726-727.

9 See. |. PolitMiejsce odosobnienia w Berezie Kartuskiej w latach4t9339 ( The Isolation Place

in Bereza Kartuska in the Years 1934-193Borun 2003; W.Sleszyﬁski, Obd6z odosobnienia w
Berezie Kartuskiej (The Isolation Camp in Bereza K@) Biatystok 2003.

10 3. TomaszewskiZarys dziejowZydéw w Polsce w latach 1018-1939 (The Outline of tistoky

of the Jews in Poland 1018-193%arszawa 1990, pp. 36-38.

111n the years 1926-1931 the question of the cih@nof half a million of the Jews, who moved to
Poland after the outbreak of the Bolshevik Revolytiams settled. Jézef Pitsudski gave the
Minister of Internal Affairs, Stawoj Sktadkowski, @ear order to grant these Jews the Polish
passports. “Poland — said Pitsudski — cannot affordave a few hundred thousands of dissatisfied
and second-class citizens who are highly likely himte the country of their residence”. A.
Adamczyk,Generat Stawoj Felicjan Sktadkowski (1885-1962) Aawiografii politycznefGeneral
Stawoj Felicjan Skladkowski (1885-1962). Politica@aphy. The Outling Torun 2001, p. 172.

12 B. Miedziaski, Uwagi o sprawielydowskie{Remarks on the Jewish QuesjioWarszawa 1938.

13 According to Waldemar Paruch, his fact made thtaities willing to treat Byelorussians as a
transitional group and not as a fully formed natigv. Paruch,Od konsolidacji pastwowej do
konsolidacji narodowej. Mniejszci narodowe w m§i politycznej obozu pitsudczykowskiego 1926-
1939 (From the State to National Consolidation. Naitiklinorities in the Political Thought of the
Pitsudski's Camp 1926-1989 ublin 1997, p. 209.
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highly unlikely to become the source of any serigusblem$*. The same, however,
cannot be said of the German question a speciaplesity of which resulted from the
necessity of meeting the obligations incurred byaR® right after the regaining of an
independent State.

b) International environment and the policy towamtsorities

All the problems which the Polish authorities haihwhe German minority did not
stem simply from the fact that there was a greatlver of Germans resident in the Polish
Republic. Not only were they thought of as a ckeatind useful element but they were
also considered to be generally loyal to the Pdlidtd®. The core of the problem lay in
the instrumental use of the minority question bg Weimar Republic and later by the
Third Reich. The so-called small treaty of Versalgave Germany the right to interfere
in the internal affairs of Poland if these pertaie minority situatioff. With the Polish
Foreign Minister J6zef Beck denouncing the tredt8 (X 1934), this meddling was
brought to an end. By this act the western neiglab&oland was given to understand that
Poland put a free hand in shaping its minority gokhead of a long diplomatic haggling
aimed at securing some concession to Poles stajingpd’. The refusal to honor the
treaty just mentioned was also a clear signal herst for it needs to be said that not only
did the politicians of the Weimar Republic aid aatiet the German minority in the acts
directed against the Polish authorities but thisp &gged the Ukrainians on to follow
suit.

In formulating its minority policy the Polish gowvenent was forced to take into
consideration the plans and intentions of the Easteeighbor of Poland. Taking
advantage of the Communist cells existing in Pol#me Soviet government tried to
destabilize the internal situation in the Polishp&aic by instigating the Ukrainians,
Byelorussians and the Jews to carry out anti-Raigs. The Poles considered the threat
posed by the Soviets to be more harmful than tleepmsed by the Germadfis

14 Stenograficzne sprawozdanie 12 posiedzenia Sejm(9 RP1931) Stenographic record of the
twelve session of the Polish Parliamérebruary, 9, 1931)

15 Archiwum Akt Nowych w Warszawie, Prezydium Radyniitréw, Protokoty posiedaeRady
ministrow, sygn. 34, k. 478. Protokét z 28 posiedaeRM w dniu 18 VIII 1926 r, s. 2. (The
Modern Record Office in Warsaw, Presidium of the @abiThe Minutes of the Cabinet Sessions,
Sign. 34, Col. 478. The Minute of the8ession on the 18f August 1926)

16 The small treaty of Versaille was imposed uponStaes that emerged after the First Word War.
Poland as one of those states was not allowedsakénreciprocity principle and call for respecting
the rights of the Poles resident in the countriethe so-called Vienna Order of 1815 (the Weimar
Republic among others)

17'M. Mroczko, Polska myl zachodnia 1918-1939. Ksztattowanie i upowszechniéfie Polish
-Western Thought”. Its Crystallization and Promulgat), Pozna 1986, p. 271.

18 The reverse situation should also be mentioned.Fdiish policy towards the Soviet Union also
involved the so-called Promethean program which twansist in the attempts to detach from the
Soviet Union its national minorities and help theaild their own states. This idea was designed to
weaken the Russian influence in the Baltic area,rakAsia, the Caucasus, and to form a buffer
zone separating Poland from the Soviet Union. \3tzBowski, Prometeizm polskithe Polish
Promethean MoveméntWarszawa brw; S. MikuliGzPrometeizm w polityce 1l Rzeczypospolitej
(The Promethean Movement in the policy of the Se&eplbli3 Warszawa 1971; T. Schaetzel,
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¢) national minorities in the Polish political camtions

The minority problem was inherently bound up wittotpolitical conceptions that
emerged at the dawn of an independence and codtdifferent visions of what territorial
shape the resurgent Poland should take on. Thafoedtal issue that had to be addressed
by the authors of both conceptions was that ofseeurity of the reborn Poland — both
internal and external. The so-called incorporajimagram created by the leader of the
Polish nationalists, Roman Dmowski, endorsed theaidf building an ethnically
homogenous Polish State. As far as territorial dsswere concerned, the Polish
nationalists called for incorporating all the ttories in which Poles constituted the
majority of the whole population - plus some aréasvhich Poland could lay claims
invoking the so-called historical rights. Leavingtside Poland the areas where Poles
were considerably outnumbered by the representat¥ether nations was to guarantee
the possibility of building a coherent state orgamiand rule out the necessity of
struggling with the separatist movements in theriit A different view was held by the
Pitsudski's adherents supporting the federatiognam. In addition to the idea of creating
small nation States federated with Poland — Statésh were supposed to form a bulwark
separating Poland from the Soviet Russia, the prepis of this conception thought of
achieving maximal objectives by planning to resiadeithe First Polish Republic ( that is
the one that had ceased to exist following theitpans taking place in the latter half of
the 18 century). It was obvious that the projec&tdte which the adherents of the
federation program wanted to create was of coursectude ethnic minorities - the latter
were even considered to be a desirable elemenhénréemerging Poland. In this
conception Poland was to derive strength from @malgraphic potential regarded as a
real asset in the possible conflict with one ofttlie aggressive neighbdfs

The divisions between the supporters and the oppsra the idea of living on a
peaceful basis with the ethnic minorities withiredBtate crystallized in the period 1918-
1921 prevailed until the mid-thirties. The risingnsion in the international relations
towards the end of the 30s made it of course napgss pay some attention to the
problem of the ethnic minorities but gave risentm new phenomeda concerning
minority question which would be worthy of separatalysis.

Racja stanu Polski na Wschodzie (the Polish Rea$@tate in the Eakt,Niepodlegtaé” 1972,
No VIII, pp. 225-249.

19 P, BartosiewiczPolskie koncepcje geopolityczne w XX w., [Sujfiat wokét Rzeczypospolitej.
Problematyka zagraniczna w polskiej sthypolitycznej w pierwszej potowie XX WThe Polish
Geopolitical Conceptions In the 20th Century w: Therd®Waround The Polish Republic. The
Problems of Foreign Policy in the Polish PoliticBhought in the First Half of the 20th Century
ed. by W. Paruch, K. Trembicka, Lublin 2007, pp-426

20 Jacek Majchrowski, an expert in the political thbtiof the ruling camp indicates that the Polish
elites had to address the Jewish question for deapbg reasons, the German question because of
the rising threat from the Third Reich, and the Stainorities question due to their increasing
emancipation demands. J Majchrowskiini — zwarci gotowi. M§f polityczna Obozu Zjednoczenia
NarodowegdThe Strong and the Ready. The Political Thouglth@Camp for the National Unity
Warszawa 1985, p. 118.
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2. THE PERIOD OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR 1939-1945

During the Second World War the problem of how ¢gain independence became
again of crucial importance for all Poles. The pealis concerning ethnic minorities had
quite naturally moved to the margin of politicains@erations, which, however, does not
mean that they stopped being dealt with altogetbering the war, minority problems
were paid attention to in the context of the distwrs of a more general question of how
to organize social and political realm after the Wwad come to an end. The Polish leaders
stressed the need to grant national minoritiesitie to develop their cultural activity and
secure for them the freedom of religious practicevijgled the representatives of minority
groups remained law-abiding citizens of the PoSsiite. The German minority, however,
was excluded from this offer, which — consideringeaities committed by the Germans
during the war — was hardly surprising. It was dedeal that the Germans as bearing
responsibility for the suffering of the Polish pémpshould be forced to leave Poland and
their property should be confiscated. Despite th@othust, the future of the Jewish
minority also became the object of the controveSygme political circles wanted the
Polish government to do its best to enable the Jewsnigrate. Most, however, opted for
putting off the discussion of the problem till tiestoration of an independent State

A more detailed stance on the minority problem &fjiged gradually following the
successive announcements of the decisions arrivedlirgng the conferences held in
Teheran, Yalta and Potsdam. The representativeékeofsreat Powers decided that the
German population would be compulsorily displacexrf the areas to be incorporated to
Poland. At the same time the Poles expected tie $bé areas abandoned by the Germans
were to be expelled from the Eastern provincehefpre-war Poland ( this displacement
was referred to as a “willing repatriation”) — notw,be annexed by the Soviet Union. In
taking the crucial decisions, the leaders of theaGPowers passed over in silence the
non-Polish, mainly Ukrainian, minority living in¢hPolish East before the outbreak of the
war. The Polish elites, however, could not igndre fact that the Polish State had been
robbed of more than half of its pre-war territondahat 3 million of its citizens had been
put under the foreign jurisdiction. Even the change the sentiments of the national
minorities? discerned during the war - often put down to angrbeaded minority policy
carried out in the inter-war period - could not @aat for and justify so heavy a blow
which Poland suffered because of the decisions rhgdde Great Powers. The Poles, it
might be added here, were convinced that mutuatiogls between the Poles and the

21 Such an approach was characteristic of the rept@sees of the pre-war ruling camp. They
predicted that with the war over the Jews werelyflike play an important and secret role in the
peace negotiations. That is why they considere@gspeusal of the idea of equal rights for the Jews
to be indispensable for tactical reasons. Theysste thaignoring this problem will not make it
disappear from the Polish life but will be interprdtas an indication of the Polish hidden anti-
Semitism to which the Poles do not want to own Jdfzef Pitsudski Instytute of London, col.
Uchod:stwo, sygn. 36, dok. 25, k. 5.

220n the one hand the Polish politicians indicated ¢hgreater part of the Ukrainian elites remained
loyal to Poland during the German invasion buttmndther hand the Poles also pointed out that the
Ukrainians attacked the Polish population — esfigcia the district of Wohp. These acts were
accounted for by the abetting influence of the Gersnand by the activity of the “Bolshevik fifth
column”.
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Ukrainians were likely to be improved soon as itsvila the interest of both nations to
defend themselves against the “benefits” of theé&mccupatiof?.

3. THE PERIOD OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF POLAND (PRL) , 1945 —
1989

At the time when Poland remained a satellite of Hf&SR the problem of national
minorities did not bother the communist authorifiegny particular manner. The effects
of social-mechanisms that were decided in Yalta Botsdam caused Poland, existing
within the post 1945 borders, to become a monoietttate. The factors that determined
it were as follows: 1/ the Nazi Holocaust which mgabccasioned the total physical
annihilation of the Polish Jews community; 2/ diggment of the Germans from the
lands granted to Poland, likewise from the tenyitof Hungary and Czechoslovakia3/
the lack of choice of a “new mother country” amobgrainian, Byelorussians, and
Lithuanian people, and automatic ascription of 8bwationality to the former citizens of
the Republic of Poland those of Slavic but non$toldescent; 4/ settlement of the
expelled Poles from behind the eastern borderthrgoso-called “Recovered Territories”.
However, it did not mean that the communist leadiisnot try to solve the nationality
issues instrumentally. During the so-called “Viatubction?® the PRL government
dislocated about 150 000 thousands of Ukrainiaesnkos and Boykos, inhabiting the
Polish-Slovak borders in the Beskid Niski rangdp imestern and northern regions of
Poland. It is a fact that the Polish authoritied bt hesitate to use anti-Semitic slogans to
disentangle the significant social probléfsconsequently generating the exodus of
Polish citizens of Jewish descé&nt

As will be argued below the basis for the conclaosion the transformations occurring
in the Poland’s demographic profile (especially ftve comparative research in
comparison with the interwar period) is providedotigh the use of the statistical data,
particularly information obtained from the censaparts. Since the end of World War |l
seven censuses were conducted by the Centraltitdtidffice in Polanéf. The National
Censuses that were carried out during the year8-1988 did not take into consideration
the questions of nationality and langu#gend hence their value still remains a matter of
discussion.

23 S, Mekarski, ,Przykuci taricuchem do jednej galery(,Chained to a Single Galley, ,Dziennik
Polski i DziennikZotnierza, No 14 (16 | 1946), p. 3; St. MMyspodlna dola(Common Fatg
,Dziennik Polski i DziennikZotnierza”, No 277 (23 XI 1946), p. 2.

24T. Urban,Utracone ojczyznyThe Lost MotherlandsWarszawa 2007, pp. 120-123.

%5 |bidem pp. 175-179.

26 For the problem see K KerstéPogromZydow w Kielcach 4 lipca 194@he Pogrom of the Jews
in Kielce July 4 1949, Warszawa 1996; T. KowalikPogrom kielecki” w historiografii polskiej
(the Kielce Pogrom in the Polish HistoriographiKrakéw 2007; Wokot pogromu kieleckieg@if
the Kielce Pogrom ed. by L Bukowski, A. Jankowski, Warszawa 2008.

27 J. Eisler,Polski rok 1968(The Polish Year of 19§8Warszawa 2006; P. €s, Marzec'68
(March’68), Krakéw 2008.

28 The Main Statistical Office carried out the follimg censuses: the summary census of the
population - 1% February 1946 and National Censuses: December @ §95December 1960,8
December 1970,7December 1978 ,"6December 1988, 2May-8" June 2002.

29 3. zarnowski (rev.) A GawryszewsKiudnai¢ Polski w XX wieku (the Polish Population in the
20" century, ,Roczniki Dziejéw Spotecznych i Gospodarczych'0BQVol. LXVI, p. 209.
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It is generally accepted that in the post-war pkrtbe creation of harmonious
development on behalf of national minorities did sonstitute a major interest of the
communist authorities. Nevertheless, they attemfmiembnstruct the image of themselves
as being the protectors of the rights of natiomal athnic minority inhabitant§. More
importantly, however, the strengthening of Polidtesin respect of national homogeneity
was one of the chief postulates of the Governmérthe Polish People’s Repubfit.
Practically, the communist interests in nationahonities were limited to the issuance of
permits and reglamentation of the privileges thiawathose specified groups to cultivate
their own separateness. Even in such cases the mmative of action was to confine
strictly the indications of minorities’s activitynd to create the possibilities for
supervising them and intervention should the ocraarisé?.

One has to be aware that the Polish elites of tst-war emigration were concerned
with the minority issues in a broader sense as.weltheir view it was the nationality
question that constituted the essence of struggléhé sovereign Poland together with the
regaining of territorialstatus quo ante bellunTherefore, the Polish political emigrees
demanding Poland’s return to the former Riga bomdere forced to raise the issue of
coexistence with the alien ethnic groups. Theirnm@iogram’s slogan was to reject all
attempts reducing the nationality questions towasdization of the idea of Piast Poland,
created to meet the demands of communist propagaidiés concept was interpreted
only as a formula imposed by PRL authorities tdifyithe abandonment of claims to the
Polish eastern lands. Nevertheless, the idea st Pialand was respectively balanced by
another factor; namely the conception of JagietlarPoland. As far it was concerned, this
idea framed as a tool for contending, questioneel afleged historical arguments
addressed to the formation of Poland’s nationae®taAlthough the political circles in
exile were thoroughly aware of the mistakes conaditty the Polish people in the age of
independence, they understood the truth that puslyexisting tensions and antagonisms

30 H. Bojar,Mniejszdci spoteczne w pastwie i spoteczestwie 11l Rzeczypospolitej Polskigocial
Minorities in the Third Republic of Polapd/Nroctaw 2000, p. 80-96.

31 W. Choruy, Biatoruski drugi obieg w Polsce 1981-199Uhe Byelorussian Second Press-
Circulation in Poland 1981-1990 Bialystok 1994, pp. 19-22. Quite characteristicaltthe
communist authorities that declared atheism to mmerg their ideological fundaments applied
religious criteria when trying to differentiate tReles from the non-Poles.

82 J. Kilias, Symbole narodowe i problemy narod@giowe w polityce polskigfNational Symbols
and Nationality Problems in the Polish PolitficBn:] J. Wiatr, J Raciborski, J. Bartkowski, B.
Fratczak-Rudnicka, J. KiliasDemokracja polska 1989-2003 he Polish Democracy 1989-2003
Warszawa 2003, p. 310.

33 Emigré circles argued it was out of the questimstate categorically that Poland throughout its
thousand years of history was as a state an etlyniimanogenous organism. What can be said, they
claimed, is that from the $4century onwards Poland certainly was not a mohaietstate. What is
more, no single part of Poland can be considerdtht@ ever been nationally homogenous in the
contemporary sense of the term. The Jagiellonidandccomprising the Poles, the Lithuanians and
the Ruthenians formed the same commonwealth as thigedJ Kingdom comprising the
Englishmen, the Scots and the Wales. The émigigoesiindicated that even the partitions - that
might be expected to lead to the destruction offalmer bonds - failed to shatter cultural
cohesiveness of multinational community which tarneut to be stronger than the rising
nationalisms and separatist tendendreda narodowa czy gatwowa (National or State Coungil)
“Listy z Londynu” (Letters from London) No 6/80 (1¥ 1945), pp. 4-5.
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were the result of inspiration directed toward tRelish statehood by her external
enemies. Considering that fact the representatifeke Polish emigrant elites indicated
that ethnic arguments turned out to be not a seafficreason in regard to the so-called
“Curzon Line”. According to them removing the Palipeople behind that demarcation
line did not create a panacea for Poland’s natiorahdy*.

4. THE PERIOD OF NEW INDEPENDENT POLAND, 1989-2009

The National Census, already conducted in the TRegdublic of Poland, showed that
the national and ethnic minority residents in Pdlaionstituted 1.23% of the entire
population for 471 500 have declared themselvebedsnging to national status other
than Polish. As for the remaining 2.03% (774 00®y did not define their national
affiliation®®. According to data provided by the Central Statidt Offices Poland is
inhabited by the representatives of nine nationalonities that include Belarusians,
Czechs, Lithuanians, Germans, Armenians, RussBlosakians, Ukrainians and Jews.
There are also four ethnic groups in Poland coedistf Karaites, Lemkos Roms and
Tartarst.

The political transformation in Poland in 1989 hybtithe essential reorientation of
the Polish political system and also laid basisfgslementation of fresh poliéywith the
new regulations toward national minorities and w&thgroups$®. The most important
documents regulating the legal status in this fiettmprise the Constitution of the
Republic of Poland, the Electoral Law, the AssaciatAct, the Act on the Polish
Language, the Education System Act, the Radio atevision Act, Penal Code, the Code
of Administrative Proceeding, of Civil Proceedimd,Criminal Proceeding, Personal Data
Protection Act and the Regulations by the MinisteNational Education.

The legal status concerning the national and etimimority inhabitants in Poland was
temporarily modified by the Small Constitution &f92. The final law regulations on the
constitutional level, especially the guaranteethnscale of preservation of own identity,
was granted by the virtue of the Constitution af fRepublic of Poland of 19%7 The
detailed questions in the sphere of national miigi rights are secured by numerous
acts, decrees, regulations and circulars issuextbtyal and local governments.

It is worth mentioning that the national minoriti@s Poland possess guaranteed
political rights including the prerogative to owapresentation in the Polish Parliament.

34 R. Habielski,Polski Londyn 1945 r (The Polish London 184®zieje Najnowsze” 2005, No 4,
p. 68.

35 According to National Census the Poles make up 86%e whole population. Details on the
percentage of particular minorities living in Padacan be fund in J. Kiliagp. cit, s. 310-311.

36 For more details see the government website:
http://mww.mswia.gov.pl/portal/pl/112/WYZN_RELIGIINE MN_NARODOWE.html.

%7 R. Kuzniar, Droga do wolndci. Polityka zagraniczna Ill Rzeczypospolif€he Road to Freedom.
The Foreign Policy of The Third Republic of Polgndé/arszawa 2008, pp.18-28.

38 H. Bojar,op. cit, pp. 96-116.

39 National and ethnic minorities are dealt with e tart. 35 that readshe Republic of Poland
grants the Polish citizens belonging to nationatl athnic minorities the freedom of sustaining and
developing their own language, the freedom of sostgicustoms, tradition and developing their
own culture. National minorities have the right tot s their own cultural and educational
institutions with a view to protecting their religisand cultural identity
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By the virtue of the Electoral Law of the PolishiBeand Senaf# all national and ethnic
minority groups have the privilege to submit thewn electoral registers. Besides, their
election committees, formed by the national miryooitganizations, are exempt from the
requirements of passing the 5% election threshaldhe real presence of the national
minorities’s delegates in the Polish Parliamentesents a consequence of the previously
passed resolutiofis

The national minorities are entitled to additiomgihts by virtue of the Education
System Act, the Radio and Television Aétand the Act on the Polish Languébe
Considering the first Act it follows that schooladaother educational institutions are
required to provide a mother tongue education th @ainority group, and also offer them
facilities to gain extended knowledge on their avative culture and history. In that way
the certain conditions for crystallization and prgption of national, ethnic, language and
religious identity are built. The autonomous ordices of the Minister of National
Education regulate the questions of minority kim@etens, schools and other public
institutions for the national minoriti&s They also define the methods of educational

40 Act of Law dated 12 April 2001 Act on Elections to the Sejm of the Republic ofiRwbland to
the Senate of the Republic of Polahédw Gazette2007, No 190, E. 136Q;aw Gazette of the
Polish Republic2008, No 171, Entry 1056. The questions concermiational minorities are
regulated by the articles 134 and 135 of the Act:

Art. 134 Electoral committees made up of membergegfistered national minorities
organizations may have their electoral lists exeahftom the provision mentioned in section 1 of
the article 133, if they notify the National Ele@bCommission about their intention to do so not
later than 5 days before the Election Day. Alonghwthe notification, mentioned in the first
sentence, the committee is required to presentandent issued by the respective statutory body of
the organization confirming the formation of thenuuittee by the voters-members of this
organization. The National Electoral Commission tmasonfirm without delay that it has received
the notification mentioned in section 1. The canfition is binding.

Art 135. If the condition prescribed in the artidl@3 section 1 is met by the candidate lists
of no election committee or one of the conditionsniet by the candidate lists of only one election
committee, then it is the lists of only those at@ticommittees that have received at least 3% ®f th
votes nationwide that are taken into consideratiaalotting seats in Parliament. The candidats lis
of election committees established by politicallitimas will be taken into consideration in allottj
seats in Parliament if they manage to get at B#sof all votes.

41 In the current Parliament there is one represigetaf Byelarussian minority who was elected on
the Left and Democrats ticket, one representativ&@&man minority who won his seat on the
German minority ticket and one representative @f thrainian minority who ran on the Civic
Platform ticket.

42 Act of Law dated 7 September 1991 on the education systeaw Gazette of the Polish Republic
1991, No 173, Entry 1808.

43 Act of Law dated 29 December 1992 on Radio and Televisibaw Gazette of the Polish
Republic1992, No 253, Entry 2531.

44 Act of law dated 7 October 1999 on the Polish languadeaw Gazette of the Polish Republic
1999, no 90, Entry 999.

45 Order of the Minister of Education dated"LAlovember 2006n conditions and methods to be
employed by kindergartens, schools, and publigtin&ins in performing specific tasks with a view
to enabling minority students to preserve theimaHanguage and national identitiaw Gazette
of the Polish Republi2007, No 214, Entry 1579.
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process and teachers’ requireméhtspecify the issues of budget subsitfiesd adjust
the core curriculum matteffs The Radio and Television Act in turn ensures thatneeds
of national minorities in public radio stations atelevision are met. In regard to the
provisions of the Act on the Polish Language (whmbnstitutes a nucleus of the
regulations of Ministry of Interior and Administiah concerning national or ethnic
minority residents living in organized and compactimmunities) one can emphasize that
it allows using the Polish language together witd mother tongue within the minority
communities. It can be applied to the public asdemtand utilizing native language in
context of the ethnic proper narffies

The issues concerning ethnic and national mingritiave been settled in Penal
Codé’, Personal Data Protection Attand mostly in Act on National and Ethnic
Minorities®>.  According to the articles of the Penal Code gwacially or ethnically
motivated crime is liable to penalty. As for therstmal Data Protection Act it prohibits
data transformation revealing ethnic origins of titzens. Needless to say, the Act on
National and Ethnic Minorities and on Regional Laage possesses the widest range of
application. First of all it defines the term irgeed to the national and ethnic minority.
Furthermore, it states thavery person belonging to a national minority shzve the
rights to decide freely about being treated as bging or not belonging to a minority,
and the relevant choice or the enjoyment or nomgngent of the related rights shall not
entail any adverse effectBhe Act also stipulates thab-one shall be obligated, unless by
virtue of a law, to reveal information on Higr belonging to a minority, origin, minority
language or religionln the light of the act, any measures leading eoaksimilation are
forbidden to use against the will of people, whéohgs to a particular minority. By the
virtue of the law, it is also prohibited to undésaany operations aiming at deforming the
national or ethnic proportions in the territoriebabited by national minorities. It appears
from the interpreted provisions thab-one shall be obligated to prove /isr belonging

46 Order of the Minister of National Education dated"38pril 2007 on conditions and methods to
be employed in evaluating, classifying and prongpstudents and in carrying out tests and exams
in public schoolsLaw Gazette of the Polish Repulili@04, No 199, Entry 2046aw Gazette of the
Polish Republi005, No 74, Entry 649;aw Gazette of the Polish Repub#605, No 108, Entry
905; Law Gazette of the Polish Repubf005, No 218, Entry 184Q;aw Gazette of the Polish
Republic2006, No 10, Entry 964.

47 Order of the Minister of National Education issiezth December on the method to be employed
in distributing educational subsidies among terdtoself-government units during a given budget
year.

48 Order of the Minister of National Education date8l“2August 200hanging the order on pre-
school education programs and general educatiaramms offered by various types of schools.

49 Order of the Minister of Internal Affairs dated "184arch 2002 on the cases in which Polish
names and texts are permitted to be accompanigbdiytranslations into foreign languagelsaw
Gazette of the Polish RepubR602, No 37, Entry 349. The order says nothingilifigual names
for towns and villages — this question requiresasaie regulations.

50 Act of Law dated 6 June 1997. Penal Codkaw Gazette of the Polish Republi®97, No 88,
Entry 553.

51 Act of Law dated 29 August 1997 on personal data protectidraw Gazette of the Polish
Republic 1997No 133, Entry 883. Personal data processing wiial result in the disclosing of
ethnic descent is prohibited — except for a fevartjedefined situations.

52 Act of Law dated 8 January 2005 on national and ethnic minorities aedional languagelLaw
Gazette of the Polish Repub2605, No 62, Entry 550.
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to a given minority Another paragraph of the act permits the nation@orities to use
their own language as a mother tongue. Such pbssiiay be anticipated in the territory
of “gmina” where the particular ethnic group existshould be stressed that the minority
language assumes a form of auxiliary communicatiod plays a significant role in
maintaining relations and contacts with the locavernments and court authorities. The
Act on National and Ethnic Minorities and the Ach ¢he Polish Language grant
permission to every national or ethnic minorityidesit to use native language in regard to
the geographical nomenclature of Poland. The réigula are applied to physiographic
objects, localities, authorities and likewise inseaof street names. The statue also
guarantees the minority rights to official recoglinf surnames and first names with
application to the rules of native language. Frbm ¢ontext of the Act, it is evident that
the administrative bodies are obligated to suppational and ethnic minority activities in
the sphere of security, preservation and developwiecultural identity. For this purpose
the authorities may undertake every kind of measimeluding privilege to granting
destination-based subsidies. By the virtue of lagvadvisory and consultative body to the
Prime Minister was established under the nameefibint Commission of Government
and National and Ethnic Minoritie¥.

Any issues related to the national and ethnic niiyw@ulture were excluded from the
competence of the Minister of Culture and subjedtethe Ministry of Internal Affairs
and Administration. Under the Department of Denations and National and Ethnic
Minorities of the Ministry of the Interior and Adnistration two government bodies were
appointed to deal with the nation and ethnic miresi affairs. In January 2000, the
National Minorities Division was installed and imanuary 2005, Team for Culture of
National Minorities was created.

The work on elaboration of the Act on National dtitinic Minorities and Regional
Language in Poland occupied fifteen years. Polaadtgssion to the EU proved to be an
impulse accelerating these efforts. The provisioh&uropean law regulate the issues
long since implemented concerning the displayingnafority language inscriptions and
signs and the functioning of the minority mothendoes as the auxiliary languages in
contacts with local authorities. According to a mec of the Minister of National
Education and Sports the guarantees for the natam ethnic minority students were
significantly enforced. The pupils were providedhmiinrestricted access to learning the
language of their ancestors, and to acquire infaomaabout history, culture and
geography of their native countries. The key elanagljusting Poland to European legal
system was the adoption of the European Race Egudiiective, which obligates its
signatories to transpose anti-discriminative claust Polish law.

The Polish accession to the European Union (MagQD4) signified that Poland
automatically has committed itself to observe thkes of the European legal system
referring to the Universal Declaration of Human &y According to its first paragraph
all people are born free and equal in their dignégd their laws In Europe the most
important document regulating laws of national mithes is Framework Convention for

53 The Commission made up of both the representatif’ise Polish Government and national and
ethnic minorities was formed under the article @&tion 1 of theAct of Law dated ®January 2005
on national and ethnic minorities and regional laiage
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the Protection of National Minoriti€$ including program directions for all Member
States. Poland also has signed the European ChfteRegional or Minorities

Language®. The provisions concerning rights of particulatioraal minority have been

included in bilateral treaties that were signedPojand with her all neighbdfs

The Polish constitution and two primary Europearnodts documents have formed
present foundation of national minorities’ righthis legal system concerning minorities
is further complemented by a series of conventighigh Poland decided to ratify. These
are: Convention for the Protection of human Rigatel Fundamental Freedoms of
November # 1950, International Convention on the Eliminatimiall Forms of Racial
Discrimination of ' March 19667, Convention of the Rights of the Child of November
20" 19895,

According to Hanna Bojar, a state’s attitude towaminorities is best seen in legal
guarantees of civil equality and the right whichnarities are given to preserve their own
ethnic identity®. Considering the fact that Poland guarantees & wadge of rights and
tries to ensure a free development of national ntieg, one is in a position to arrive at
the conclusion that the ethnic Poles get on ratledrwith the representatives of minority
groups. One is also justified in saying that soewsgivity to the needs and the interests
of national minorities, along with the efforts tatpall the relations with them on a
peaceful basis, enabled the Polish State to coatesven more closely with its
neighbors, thus staving off a possible conflict tinight break out for ethnic reaséhs

5 Poland ratified Convention on the Protection of itdzl Minorities signed in Strasburg on
January the®11995. Under the Convention all parties considemedves bound by the obligation
to guarantee equality before the law and the stycofilegal protection to all persons belonging to
national minorities. They also obligate themselieselp national minorities develop their culture
and preserve key elements of their identity - fefiglanguage and cultural heritage. Poland signed
the document in 1995 ratifying it on November tio& 2000.

5% On May the 1% 2003 the Third Republic of Poland became a partfucopean Card of
Regional or Minority Languages

56 After 1989 Poland signed 13 bilateral treatiel(iding all its neighbors) referring to minority
questions. Bilateral treaties contained provisiomscerning legal position of minorities, appeals to
human rights, democracy and the rule of law. Thattes also included provisions regulating rights
and duties of minorities in respective countriesBHijar,op. cit, pp. 107-108.

57 Provisions concerning the rights of ethnic, relig, and language minorities are included in the
article 27 of the Convention. W. Goralczyk, S. Saivi Prawo medzynarodowe publiczne w
zarysie(The Outline of International Public LgwWarszawa 2000; R. kaiar, Prawa cziowieka.
Prawo. Instytucje, stosunki pdizynarodowe(Human Rights. Law, Institutions, International
Relation$, Warszawa 2000.

58 For more information on the acts of internatiolaal mentioned in the above see: R. Bierzanek, J.
SimonidesPrawo migdzynarodowe publiczrignternational Public Law)Warszawa 2005, pp. 269-
274, 278-280.

59 H. Bojar,op. cit, p. 10.

60 Interdependence between the interests of minsritie those of the whole political community
has been rightly elucidated by Jennifer Jacksorederavho saidthat the best thing that can be
expected of minority rights is a delineation of de@nd moral boundaries within which some
difficult choices can be made. JRreece, Prawa MniejsZoi (Minority Righty, Warszawa 2007,
pp- 10, 28-32.
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5. CONCLUSIONS

Undoubtedly, the relations between the ethnic Paled national minorities were
among the most difficult problems the Polish stages facing in the inter-war period. The
problem remained unsolved for the whole of thattimhe reasons for this were twofold.
On one hand, the representatives of minority graaffen showed reluctance to develop
friendly relations with the Poles, and on the otltlee Polish political circles used to treat
the whole question instrumentally. Paradoxicalhg problem ceased to exist with the
Poles having no hand in solving it. It was the &adof the Great Powers that took
decisions turning Poland into an ethnically homagen state. Actually Statlin stood
behind all the decisions concerning Poland. Heterbéhe Polish question as only a part
of his wide plans the realization of which resultededucing the whole Eastern Europe
to subjugation. An independent Poland that emegggih in 1989 turned to be free from
any serious problems as regards minorities — owhigyfact to the ethnic displacements
taking place in the late 40s. The contemporary deatic Poland did not encounter much
difficulties in developing good relations with tle¢hnic minorities (no doubt their small
number made the task easier). The accession tBUhmade it necessary for Poland to
meet the European requirements concerning the iti@soprotection system, which only
further accelerated the settlement of the problequiestion.
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MNIEJSZO SCI NARODOWE W POLITYCE POLSKIEJ. PRZESZtO SC |
STAN OBECNY

Kwestia koegzystencji mniejs@ti narodowych z polsk wiekszaicig przed 1939 r.
stanowita jedn z gtéwnych, nierozwizanych problemoéw, przed ktorymi stém Paistwo
Polskie. Zadecydowaly o tym zaréwno niechprzedstawicieli elit poszczegdlnych
narodowdci do ulazenia stosunkéw z Polakami, jak i instrumentalne ggoie do
zagadnienia ze strony polskicirodowisk politycznych. Sytuacja mniejsed ulegta
pogorszeniu wraz z kursem nacjonalistycznym praymmaprzez ob6z pitsudczykowski po
$mierci Jozefa Pitlsudskiego Paradoksalnie, kwestraejszdci w Polsce znalazta swe
rozwigzanie bez udziatu Polakéw. O funkcjonowaniu Rzecpplitej jako homogenicznego
paistwa formalnie zadecydowali przywddcy Wielkiej Thigj faktycznie za& Stalin,
traktujgcy kwesté polslky jako marginalne zagadnienie w programie poddanisofiy
Srodkowowschodniej hegemonii moskiewskiej. Przetastw etniczne, dokonane w
drugiej potowie lat czterdziestych i w patizach pgcdziesptych XX wieku sprawity,ze
gdy Polacy odzyskali zdolgé decydowania o wikasnym fistwie, problem mniejsZei nie
nalezat do zagadnie wzbudzajcych kontrowersje. Ulgenie harmonijnych relacji z
zamieszkujcymi Polsk grupami mniejszaci narodowych i etnicznych (nie ze wzgjdu
na ich liczebnét), nasgpito stosunkowo szybko, a dodatkowym boeim dla zakfczenia
tego procesu byta konieczitodostosowania systemu ochrony mniejstalo standardéw
unijnych w zwizku z przysipieniem Polski do struktur unijnycBwiadomaé wspokycia
z przedstawicielami innych narodéw w warunkach @gn organizmu i w ramach
istniegcego porzdku prawnego mee stanowé (i zapewne stanowi) inspiracjdla
kreowania wizji koegzystencji Polakow z innymi remi w strukturze Zjednoczonej
Europy.
Stowa kluczowe:mniejszdci narodowe, polityka wewtrzna, koncepcje polityczne.
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